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SUBJECT: BRIEFING MEMORANDUM: TORRIJOS' ADVENTURE IN CUBA 
JANUARY 10-15 

TO THE SECRETARY EROM ROGERS, BUNKER CONCURRING 

1 . WE HAVE COME OUT OF THIS WELL. 

2. CASTRO COUNSELED TORRIJOS TO BE PATIENT AND PEACEFUL 
IN DEALING WITH US ON THE NEGOTIATIONS. TORRIJOS PUBLICLY 
ACCEPTED THAT COUNSEL. 

3. TORRIJOS REFRAINED FROM ENDORSING CUBAN SOCIALISM. HE 
SAID THE TWO COUNTRIES WERE TAKING DIFFERENT ROADS TO 
ACHIEVE THE GOAL OE SOCIO-ECONOMIC JUSTICE. (DAVID BINDER, 
WHO WENT ALONG, SAYS THAT THE PANAMANIANS WERE "SHOCKED" 
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PANAMA THE DAY TORRIJOS RETURNED WERE: "TORRIJOS DOES NOT 
WANT SOCIALISM EOR PANAMA." 

4. BY VIRTUE OE THIS VISIT TORRIJOS UNDERCUT DOMESTIC- 
OPPOSITION MOVES EROM HIS LEET. BY DISASSOCIATING HIMSELE 
FROM SOCIALISM HE REASSURED HIS OPPONENTS ON THE RIGHT. 

BY BOTH, HE HAS RELIEVED PRESSURES THAT COULD HAVE DISTURBED 

THE NEGOTIATIONS. (WHICH, BY THE WAY, ARE GOING WELL. 

BUNKER FEELS THAT GOOD PROGRESS WAS MADE HERE IN DECEMBER. 
ANOTHER ROUND WILL BE HELD IN PANAMA IN FEBRUARY. BROWN, 
CLEMENTS AND BUNKER ARE IN TOUCH AND, I GATHER, PRETTY 
MUCH IN TUNE.) 

5. THE CUBA VISIT RECEIVED MINIMAL PRESS COVERAGE IN 
THIS COUNTRY. 

6. THE CONGRESS WAS NOT, OF COURSE, IN SESSION. PRESUM- 
ABLY TREATY OPPONENTS, AND POSSIBLY GOVERNOR REAGAN, WILL 
EXPLOIT TORRIJOS’ "CUBA CONNECTION". 

7. JAVITS TALKED WITH TORRIJOS IN PANAMA THE DAY BEFORE 

HE LEFT FOR CUBA AND WARNED AGAINST SPEAKING RASHLY WHITE 
THERE. BUNKER, JORDEN AND BELL HAD GIVEN TE SAME MES- 
SAGE F ART TER TO THE GENERAL AND HIS CONFIDANTS. 

8. ANOTHER INTERESTING DEVELOPMENT: TORRIJOS HAS JUST 
SETTLED A SERIOUS SQUABBLE WITH UNITED BRANDS ON EQUITABLE 
TERMS INSTEAD OF MOVING TOWARD EXPROPRIATION. ALSO HE HAS 
JUST SIGNED WITH TEXAS GULF FOR A HUGE COPPER EXPLOITA- 
TION. THESE SHOW HE IS MORE OF A PRAGMATIST THAN A "REV- 
OLUTION ARY"... THAT HE IS DEEPLY DEVELOPMENT-ORIENTED... 

AND THAT HE IS BINDING THE ECONOMY TIGHTER TO THE UNITED 
STATES WHILE TRYING TO UNDO THE "SOVEREIGNTY ” BINDS. SISCO 
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